

ADOPTED 3/26/13


Introduced by Council Member Yarborough & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Holt & Carter:
RESOLUTION 2013-175-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING U.S. ARMY SGT. 1ST CLASS JOSH GILLETTE FOR HIS COURAGE AND HIS POSITIVE OUTLOOK IN OVERCOMING CRITICAL INJURIES SUFFERED IN AFGHANISTAN; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, U.S. Army Sergeant 1st Class Josh Gillette is a Jacksonville native, the son of a Navy veteran, and attended Englewood High School before enlisting in the Army at age 17; and


WHEREAS, in November 2012 during his sixth deployment and second tour of duty in Afghanistan, Josh Gillette was on routine foot patrol when his bomb detection dog Branan accidentally triggered a roadside improvised explosive device, killing the dog and severely wounding Sergeant Gillette; and


WHEREAS, Josh Gillette was rescued from the scene by his fellow soldiers through a firefight and transported first to a field hospital in Afghanistan, then to an Army hospital in Germany where doctors labored mightily to treat his severe head and arm injuries; and 


WHEREAS, Sergeant Gillette was subsequently transported to Walter Reed Medical Center in Bethesda, Maryland where he spent two months recovering from severe facial and eye injuries and rehabilitating his arm which was repaired with a titanium rod; and


WHEREAS, now back at his home in Tennessee near his home base of Fort Campbell, Kentucky with his wife and young daughter, Josh Gillette continues his rehabilitation with grit, determination and a constantly positive attitude with the goal of someday returning to active duty, and his example of faith, fortitude and positive outlook can be an example to everyone; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends U.S. Army Sergeant 1st Class Josh Gillette for his selfless service to our nation and for his outstanding determination and positive outlook in overcoming terrible injuries, and extends to him the City’s thanks and gratitude, and its best wishes for a full and swift recovery.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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